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"Ah! wretched men, what ill is this ye suffer? In night are swathed

your heads, your faces, your knees; and the voice of wailing is

kindled, and cheeks are wet with tears, and with blood drip the

walls, and the fair main beams of the roof, and the porch is full of

shadows, and full is the courtyard, of ghosts that hasten hellward

below the darkness, and the sun has perished out of heaven, and an

evil mist sweeps up over all."
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"Caitiffs!" he cried, "what heaven-directed blight
Involves each countenance with clouds of night!

What pearly drop the ashen cheek bedews!

Why do the walls with gouts ensanguined ooze?

The court is thronged with ghosts that 'neath the gloom
Seek Pluto's realm, and Dis's awful doom;

In ebon curtains Phoebus hides his head,

And sable mist creeps upward from the dead."

BEPEAR 2S5, IR LA BR AT S5 R RESR . SRR, 19 BB Zhiie B, 5
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"O race to death devote! with Stygian shade

Each destined peer impending fates invade;

With tears your wan distorted cheeks are drowned;

With sanguine drops the walls are rubied round:

Thick swarms the spacious hall with howling ghosts,

To people Orcus and the burning coasts!

Nor gives the sun his golden orb to roll,

But universal night usurps the pole."
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"What pearly drop the ashen cheek bedews!"
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"With tears your wan distorted cheeks are drowned."
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"With sanguine drops the walls are rubied round."
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"Wretches, the bane hath befallen, the night and the blight of your sin
Sweeps like a shroud o'er the faces and limbs that were gladsome therein;
And the dirge of the dead breaketh forth, and the faces of all men are wet,
And the walls are besprinkled with blood, and the ghosts in the gateway are
met,
Ghosts in the court and the gateway are gathered, Hell opens her lips,
And the sunin his splendour is shrouded, and sickens in spasm of eclipse."
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"Wretches," he cried, "what doom is this? what night
Clings like a face-cloth to the face of each, -

Sweeps like a shroud o'er knees and head? for lo!
The windy wail of death is up, and tears

On every cheek are wet; each shining wall

And beauteous interspace of beam and beam
Weeps tears of blood, and shadows in the door
Flicker, and fill the portals and the court -
Shadows of men that hellwards yearn--and now
The sun himself hath perished out of heaven,
And all the land is darkened with a mist."
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"Niddering wights, what a bane do ye bear, for your knees in the night,

And your heads and your faces, are shrouded, and clamour that knows not

delight

Rings, and your cheeks are begrutten, and blood is besprent on the walls,

Blood on the tapestry fair woven, and barrow-wights* walk in the halls.

Fetches and wraiths of the chosen of the Norns*3, and the sun from the lift

Shudders, and over the midgarth and swan's bath*® the cloud-shadows

drift."
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"Scarcely had she begun to wash

When she was aware of the grisly gash!"
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